
Heovier cocoons were saved in order
to produce a new crop of  worms the

f ollowing yeor.
Oglethorpe took the f i rs l  s i lk  pro-

duced in Georgio to Queen Corol ine
on o t r ip  to Englond in 7734.  She is
soid to hove expressed her  sot is foc-
t ion" for  the beouty ond f ineness of
the s i lk , "  ond "so eor ly  a product

f rom the colony."  She hod the s i lk
mode into o beout i fu l  dress.

In 7747,  Georgio 's  s i lk  crop toto led
600 pounds.  To the d isoPPointment
of the Trustees,  the colony produced
only obout  o thousond pounds of
row s i lk  dur ing thei r  2}-yeor  re ign.
Most of this wos produced by the
industr ious Solzburgers in  Ebenezet
rother  thon the or ig inoi  co lonis ts .
Throughout  the stote 's  s i lk-produc-

ing yeors,  the industrY wos or t i f i -
c io l ly  supported by Englond ond
cou. ld not  hove surv ived wi thout
subs id ies .

The Germon Salzbur gets w er e the
most  successfu i  s i lk  producers in
the colony.  Whi le most  co lonis ts
become dis interested in  product ion
ond turned thei r  ef for ts  to the cul t i -
vot ion of  r ice ond other  Products,
the Solzburgers continued for obout
20 yeors longer.

I n  7766 ,  t hey  p roduced  20 ,000
pounds of  cocoons.  However,  Bt i '
to in reduced the bountY Poid for
product ion ond wi th in the next  three
yeors raw s i lk  product ion droPPed
to 290 pounds.  In  7769,  Product ion
ogoin increosed to on overage of  450
pounds o year .

Dur ing the Revolut ion,  Ebenezer
wos destroyed by Br i t ish invoders.
This,  coupled wi th the d isoPPeor-
ance of Brit ish bounties after the
co lon ies  dec lo red  i ndePendence ,
coused the s i lk  industrY to s lowlY
d ie .

Si lk  wos produced in Georgio os
lo te  os  1790 .  E l f  o r t s  we re  mode  to
rev ive product ion throughout  the
19th century but  ended in u l t imote

fo i lure.


